AN, EXERCISE   IN  DIPLOMACY

Emperor's niece.1 She had been married to the Duke of Milan,
and was now a young widow of sixteen. Wyatt was to sug-
gest the match c as it proceeded of your own head '. If anything
came of it, the proposal would be welcome to all, as it would
confirm the alliance between England and the Emperor. The
Duchess herself, when sounded by Henry's ambassador at
Brussels, had averred, * As for mine inclination, what should I
say? You know I am at the Emperor's commandment.'

n.To SIR THOMAS WYATT

By the King
HENRY R.

Trusty and right well beloved, we greet you well, letting you
wit, that sithens the dispatch of our last post unto you, by whom
we signified our mind and purpose upon the relation of our
trusty and well beloved servant Sir John Dudley knight made
unto us at his return out of those parts,2 we have with more
deliberation revolved and digested the right hearty, gentle, and
friendly behaviour of our good brother the Emperor in the
entertainment of the said Sir John Dudley, and in such discourse
as you twain had with the same, and with his Council touching
such points as whereof we wrote in our last letters unto you, for
the which we desire and pray you, as occasion shall serve,
earnestly to thank our said good brother, assuring him that he
shall find us of semblable sort again towards him, and specially
you shall desire him on our behalf to perform his promise touch-
ing the joining of us in this league between him and France as
' a principal contrahent; and likewise of his promise touching their
Council; but in any wise you shall so solicit that matter of the
comprehension forsomuch as may concern the observation of all
leagues, pacts and treaties between him, us and France as it be
in no wise pretermitted. And forasmuch as we have conceived
that he doth bear unto us a most hearty and sincere affection, we

1 Daughter of his sister, Isabella, who had married Christian II of
Denmark.

2 He had been sent to the Emperor to announce the birth of Prince
Edward,
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